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;z\,\_k who will go for us? And| said, ‘Heream|; send me!’” Isaiah 6:8

Dear Friends,

The only advantage | can think of this month for being woefully late in writing my letter for the Herald is that
| get to write thisletter following an amazing Sunday in the life of the Church. Y esterday we heard the Y outh
Bell Choir play beautifully, we heard a wonderful sermon on call from Rev. Finck, and we even played
around with our cell phones a little bit. We aso sang what | am told is the favorite hymn among
Presbyterians, Here | Am, Lord.

It seems to me that asking ourselves and the church to think about our calling is a profound and important
undertaking. And so | ask you,

What is our calling in this economic slow down?

How do we respond when we know that some of our neighbors are having a difficult time, even
loosing jobs?

What is our calling when our church is growing?

What is our calling when many are lonely?

What is our calling when the demand on food pantries and social service agenciesis increasing?

What is our calling in thisworld full of war and violence?

What is our calling in relation to the great needs and great joys that surround us?

If you thought | knew the answers, you would be wrong. | only know part of the answer. We are caled to be

the Church of Jesus Christ here and now. We are called to follow the leadership of our Lord and Savior. The
real answers come when we each put ourselves out there and say, “Here | am Lord, send me.”

Peace,
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FPPC ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNUAL LENTEN BREAKFAST/DEVOTIONS — Our annual Lenten breakfast and devotions will begin on
February 25" at 7:00AM and will be held every Wednesday through Easter. Please sign up at the bulletin board
to help with set up, breakfast preparation (more easily done with two persons) and clean up.

APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT - is holding the 3" annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on March 8"
@5:00pm. Dinner consists of spaghetti, meatballs, salad, bread, dessert, coffee and tea. We will be showing a
DVD of the 2008 trip to West Virginia. Tickets will be sold in Fellowship Hall. $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for
children, under 2 free.

SHYF — The Senior High’ s will be cooking for the homeless shelter on Wed, February 25" from 6:00-8:00PM.

BLUE “PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT” ENVEL OPE (in your offering box) — reimburses the Church
for our share of the expenses for the day-by-day operations of Presbytery, Synod and the General Assembly. We
must pay for every member each year. The per capitais $26.42 per member.

ALTER FLOWERS - If you would like to order flowers for the ater; the sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
in the hall near the kitchen. The cost is $30.00 and you make the check payable to FPPC and write flower
account on the memo line. Y ou can put the check in the offering plate, mail it or put the check on the desk in the
church office.

COFFEE HOUR — Coffee Hour is held on Sunday’ s between servicesin Fellowship Hall. If
you would like to host a coffee hour, please sign-up on the bulletin board in the church
hallway.

LARGE TENT NEEDED - Looking for alarge tent (i.e., 20x20) for the church picnic on June 7. ALSO, if
anyone has access to an inflatable bounce castle for the picnic, please contact Jennifer Barry at 473-5421 or any
Christian Ed member.

All women of the church are invited to mark April 24 and 25 on your calendars. These
are the dates of the PW Retreat at the Agape Center at Holmes, NY. Laura Baldwin is
organizing the event titled "Living for the Smile of God". If you are interested in being
involved in the planning, please get in touch with her at 413-454-5942. More information
about registration will be coming next month.

FREEDOM PLAINS CHURCH AT WORK AND WORSHIP_ - Visit our website at www.fppchurch.org.
Click on “recent photos’ to view the photo gallery to see recent pictures, as well as picturesfrom past events.

HOMELESS SHELTER SIGN-UP —We are in need of volunteers for both cooks and hosts for the homeless
shelter. Please sign up on the bulletin board. If you have any questions, please contact Laney Newton at 473-
2209.

MARCH HERALD — Please submit articles for the March Herald in writing or by email to the church office
by Friday, February 20th. The email addressis office@fppchurch.org. Thank you in advance.

FREEDOM PLAINS CHURCH ONLINE CALENDAR! — Please visit our website: www.fppchurch.org and
click on “calendar” to view our current events. If you would like an event posted to the caendar, forms are
located at the church office, or submit the event in writing by email with any pertinent details regarding the
event to office@fppchurch.org.

EPHIPHANY CELEBRATION - THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who helped make “The Celebration of Love”, our Epiphany program, held on January
11" a beautiful experience. Over 100 people watched our students (and three regal kings) tell the Christmas
story through symbols, readings and music.

A specia thank you to the following people:

Jen Barry for her support and doing whatever needed to be done; other members of the Christian Ed.
Committee: Arne Christensen, Adeline Anderson, Don MacKinnon, Paul Schatz, Heather Finck. Christine
Lent for finding the script, personnel and making phone calls; Rev. Heather Finck for finding “actors’;
Debbie Spencer and Diane Wassick for coordinating the musicians (Diane aso played the piano); Donna
Logan for directing the bell choirs and supporting the musical part of the program. The Youth Bell Choir
included: Ryan Andrews, Jordan Cornell, Rachel Ellicott, Dylan Henschel, Lauren Jacobs, Emma and
Samantha Lasko, Danielle Sagliano, Mary Spencer, Megan and Michael Wassick. The Bell Quartet: Bryan
DelBene, Samantha Lasko, Cheryl Spencer, lan Taylor. Other musicians on strings. Shelby Haras, Lauren
and Marisa Jacobs, Mary Spencer. Megan Wassick played the flute and Michael Wassick and lan Taylor
played brass. Connie Cornell for creating the printed program; Liz Miglis, Joanne Vandeveer and Craig
Maher for creating the colorful symbols. Thank you to Linda Jacobs and Meg MacKinnon and others who
helped coordinate the costumes; Roland Butts, Bill and George Spencer who set up the manager scene and
lights. The kitchen ran smoothly with the help of Craig and Sally Woods, Mary Moody and Linda Meeker;
the beautiful tables in Fellowship Hall were set up by Marilyn Herrmann, Cathy Pété, and Suzanne Williams.
Assisting the actors were Wendy Berger, Jody Hoffman and Jen Barry. Daniel Lent (Daniel also helped with
sound) and Lisa Viviano served as ushers. Becca Barry and Becca Pepe read the Christmas Story.
Participants in the pageant: Helena Lent, David and Sarah North, Katie and Thomas Cornell, Tory Smith,
Michael Wassick, Kimberly Johnston, Sarah and Alex Gemmell, Ryan and Victoria Nichols, Dustin and
Adam Rice, Danidl, Juliana and Kathryn Russo, Juliana Viviano, Matthew Scott.

A big thank you to our adult actors: Trish and Rob Rice (Mary and Joseph); Joseph Kumi, Ben Sung and
Richard Roeser — our “Kings’. Lots of folks helped with the clean up — THANKS!! If | left anyone out |
apologize. Thank you to everyone for a beautiful afternoon!

Renie Milliken and the Christian Education Committee

AMERICAN RED CROSSBLOOD DRIVE, MARCH 3, 2009
From 12:30pm — 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall

Please contact Jill Underwood at (845) 471-7098 to schedule a donation time glot.
Thanks for donating. Together we can really make a difference!
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Capital Campaign Resumes with the Goal in its Reach

As reported in recent Sunday bulletins, the church's capital campaign has been simmering on the back burner in
recent months while as a nation we were preoccupied with the economy and the election and as a congregation
we were focused on welcoming First Presbyterian of Poughkeepsie, advent and the holiday season. Severa
gifts were received during this time and the total stands at $489,580........$160,420 short of our $650,000 goal.

Activity resumed in late January when a schedule of discussions at various homes at a variety of times was
made available. Those families who were not yet visited, new members and the Poughkeepsie members were
invited to select the time and place convenient for them. Families who have not signed up will be called to
invite them to a discussion. If you have not yet been called and are interested in participating, please contact
Kristen Fandl (226-1327 or jpfandl @frontiernet.net) who is coordinating these home visits.

At these home visits, the guests will hear areview of the intended building project, address how the master plan
committee is addressing the economic events and answer your questions. Y ou will be provided with a packet of
background materials, which also contain an opportunity to pledge.

The committee wants to stress that we are al impacted by the recent economic events. Be reminded that the
pledge was to have been made over a three year term and the committee is open to an extension of that time.
Furthermore, the master plan committee is considering a design-build initiative that has been used by churches
nationwide that reduces the cost per square foot by ten to thirty percent. And of course mortgage rates have
lowered (for the present) and that is one bright spot among the gloom. So, to hear the particulars of the
project, sign up to be a guest at the home visit that suits your schedule.

The committee would like to thank these members who have agreed to host or co-host a meeting: Arne and
Cheryl Christensen, Bob and Ann Burrrow, Maureen Doherty, Em Jorgensen, Paul Lent, Mary Sawyer, Lynn
and Tom Cordy, Sue Tempest, Elyse Reisenauer, Tracey Doherty, Roland Buitts, Kristin Fandl, Neal and Nancy
Townsend, Craig and Sally Woods, Mary Louise Van Winkle.

Please contact a committee member if you have questions about the project or this process. They are Phil
Arnold, Arne Christensen, Lynn Cordy, Kristin Fandl, Sally Woods and Rev. Lent. Mary Louise Van Winkle
of First Presbyterian, Poughkeepsie has joined the committee to represent the interests of that congregation.
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

> A Morning for Mom! — Meets Wednesdays at 10:00 AM in the church common room. Fellowship Group
for mothers of young children. Childcare provided. Contact: Rev. Heather Finck or call the church office
at 452-0684.

> Women's Bible Study — Meets the 1¥ & 3" Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM in the church common room.
Contact: Mary Moody at 223-3370.

> Dorcas Bible Study — Meets Wednesdays at 1:00PM in the Church Common Room. Co-ed Bible Sudy.
Now studying “ Above and Beyond — Hearing God's Call in Jonah and Ruth”, by Carol Bechtel. Contact:
Bonnie Biskup at 724-5631.

> Men’'s Breakfast Bible Study — Meets Thursdays at 7:30AM in the church common room, breakfast
following. Contacts: Ben Sung at 635-1463 and Rev. Paul Lent at 452-0684.

> Church Men's Lunch Group — Meets the 3" Thursday of the month for lunch, an inspirational message
and fellowship at 12:00 noon at Cappuccino’s on Route 9, South. If you have any questions or need a ride,
please call Jim Pratt at 297-8992.

Capital Campaign Update

Where we are:
To date we have received about $490,000 in pledges from the congregation.

We are launching the last phase of our Capital Campaign house meetings (see article on opposite page).

The goal of these meetings is threefold,

1 To educate the entire congregation about our plans to build for the future.

2. To educate members of First Presbyterian about our plans, and to invite them to be part
of building for our future together.

3. To complete our Capital Campaign securing at least $650,000 in commitments.

If you have not been contacted and would like to participate in a meeting, please call the
church office at 452-0684.

New Developments:

With First Presbyterian Church arriving a Freedom Plains, the possibility exists that some of the sale
proceeds from their building will be given to our new buildings. That decision is being worked out through a
process set up by the First Presbyterian Church and the Presbytery. If any funds arrive from the sale proceeds,
they will be used to expand the scope of the first phase of our building program. We must al still do our part,
for this undertaking to be successful.

Next Steps:

Aswe are finishing up our Capital Campaign, we are also looking at Design and Build options, with an eye on
cost efficiency. There will be a needs assessment and information sharing and gathering session scheduled in
March.

Hopefully by May or June we will have a meeting to present a plan of action inclusive of funding that will
formally launch our building project.

Please pray for this endeavor, and find ways to be part of the process moving us forward.
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/2;/;/ ove :‘,_//%,:;V{H | would like to thank you al so much for your prayers and concern over this last

year, as | continue to battle Chronic Lyme Disease and two co-infections,
Bartonella and Babesia. This has been truly the fight of my life. After ayear and
a half of continuous treatment, thankfully I am experiencing more and more good
days. My treatment is expected to last at least another year, possbly two. My
diagnosis was very late, so my treatment will be lengthy. Lyme disease and its related co-infections are serious,
insidious, debilitating diseases. | am so grateful for your prayers, all your cards, meals, phone cals, rides to the
doctor, and visits to the house. | am hoping for heathier days ahead.

~ Ellen Jacobs
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Dear Church Family,

“The Lord is my shepherd, | have everything | need" Psalm 23:1. | hope that your holidays were wonderful and the
blessings you received are with you still.

| have no doubt that there were periods of stress for most of you and for many it may have been amost
overwhelming at times. It is not too soon to plan for next year to keep this from happening. Try first to read
some Persona Organizationd articles. Remember "Simplification isthe key".

Start now to downsize, clean out closets and drawers, from the attic to the cellar. Donate items to Shelters; right
now they need seasonal items. Re-gift a precious heirloom or a brand new item that you are never going to fit into or
use or perhaps used very gently. Make alist of these items and where you are keeping them so they will be readily
accessible next year for Holiday gift giving or maybe for a specid occasion like the birth of a grandchild or High
School Graduation.

Next year don't shop for anything unlessiit is consumable. Great ideas are candles, bath articles and lotions, candy
and fruit. Of course the best gifts are the ones you make yourself and you know it. Knit a sweater, bake a cake, and
make some of your great soup and for the men out there how about awindow box for a shut in or a stool for the
bathroom.

Better yet, how about the promise of an "adventure”, plan to take atrip, go to a show or the movies or just aride
to an interesting location. When we were little my father always took us to the Museum of Natural History
between Thanksgiving and New Years Day. What atreat! Take abustrip to a park in upstate New Y ork or to the
middle of Manhattan and see the tree a Rockefeller Plaza. Walk, skate but don't shop, remember you have
everything you need for now. Thewindow displays at Sachs Fifth Avenue or Lord and Taylor are quite spectacular
and I'm sure if you go by train you will enjoy the display of lights and music in Grand Centra Station. Make a
Memory and it will stay with you for years to come, being with friends and family will make it al the more
specia. Trust in God's abundance. "Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind
regard one another as more important than yourselves' Philippians 2:2.

Donate a gift in the name or memory of a friend who has gone ahead. Thisis something that | believe helps both
the departed and the living. Gift of money help agencies help others. Meals on Wheels is my usua choice, but
Catherine Street Center, Hudson River Housing, Grace Smith House, and The Partnership Center are all excellent
stewards of funds. Adopt a Family over the holidays; Astor Services dways has families in need. Buy them
clothing, groceries or toys, this is anonymous. Y ou could write to a Serviceman, this is something that you can be
done any time of the year.

| hope you will al join mein praying for world peace and a good resolution to our country's crisis. | hope you all
will have awonderful, healthy year in 2009, but | realize thiswill not be possible for many and my prayers are with
you. | hopeto see you in February when | return. Inlove and peaceto all,

Anne Cole, Parish Nurse

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL UPDATES:

2/8: 4™ grade parent open house
2/15: President’s Day Weekend — No Church School
2/22: Children’s Fellowship

CHURCH SCHOOL INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTIFICATION — The recording on the church phone
machine will be changed by 7:30 am indicating that church school is cancelled when the weather forecast or
conditions are bad. Teachers can aso check their email for a cancell ation notification.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - June 29th — July 3rd. Save the date. Explore the wonders of God's word
through the majestic and awe-inspiring Discovery Canyon. Looking for volunteers who are interested in
helping to plan, run, and get involved with VBS. Please contact Christine Lent at 471-4146, if interested or
for more info and questions.

Sunday School Directors,
Christine Lent and Diane Wassick

MEERS

OF THE MONTH

L ou Biskup

This month we highlight an unsung hero in the life of the Church. An individual who week after week works
quietly behind the scene making sure bills are paid, payroll rolls along smoothly, income is documented and
deposited. Y es, this month we recognize the long hours week after week spent in front of the computer screen
by our Church Treasurer, Lou Biskup. Since joining the church in 1977, Lou and his wife Bonnie, have been
involved on many levels in the life of the church. Lou became the Treasurer last year and thankfully has
greed to serve again in 2009. Very few churches our size are able to carry on without a paid person doing at
least some of the work that Lou does week in and week out without many of us even realizing. Particularly
closing out the year end books, and helping to prepare for the next years budget, along with all the workday
duties of the Treasurer makes the past two months particularly burdensome. Lou isdoing all of thiswhile still
working full time at IBM. So Lou, please feel free to park in the Volunteer of the Month parking space at the
far end of the parking lot during the month of February.

Honorable mention this month goes to lan Williamson, Treasurer of First Presbyterian Church who does
many of the same tasks for First Presbyterian, and who has also thankfully agreed to serve another year as
Church Treasurer.

Please take the opportunity to thank both Lou and lan for all that they do in the life of the Church.



